Jessica Chastain

This rising star of the silver screen is still a
spaz at heart. By Sarah Bruning

It’s been a tremendous year for you,
with The Tree of Life, The Help and
The Debt being released in relatively
quick succession, plus there’s

Take Shelter this fall. Has it felt

like amarathon?

Yeah.I'vehad the past four years of
making a filmand then leaving itand
going toanother, soit’s justbeenabout
theactual work. This year hasreally
been [about]this other part of my career,
wherel get to talk about the films. With
The Tree of Life, L felt like Iwas letting
peopleinonthis secretthat 'd known
butwasn’table to talk about for years.

What did you do that was so bad?
There was just nothing coolaboutme. I
looked at her,and Iwas like, “Oh, thank
youfor coming!” and walked away!

So this is aregular thing?
It'salwayslike that withme. [ was atan
event talking to someone, and they go,
“Jessica, have youmet Zach?” I turn
around and there’s Zach Galifianakis. I
justwent, “Ohmy God!,” took my hand
and put it over my face likea spider.
ThenTleft it there and stared at him
through my fingers. The look on his
face waslike, This girlis crazy!
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you take something new fromit.

Was working with Terrence Malick a
little intimidating?

For me, Ialways getscared before meet
someone because 'm sucha fan of films.
I geek out on people. labsolutely had that
with Terry.[He]isas wonderful as his
films; he doesn’treally allow you tobe
nervous around him.

Who’s made you geek out the most?
Meryl Streep. She cametoaplay Iwas
doing inNew York cause she knew
someone else in the production. And then
after theplay, 'mstanding there in the
lobby talking to some friendsand they
lookover. ..andIlook overandIsaid, “Is
thatMeryl Streep?!”” And my friend’s
like, “Yes, itis.” And then she came over
tomeand started talking tome, and
absolutely madeafool of myself.

inanIsraeliaccent and I speak German.
Andin /Wilde] Salome, 'm doing The
Dance of the Seven Veils and[there’s]
nudity. When I'm doing something
really scary, thereisa great chance'm
going tofallonmy faceand fail, but
there’salso a chance thatIwon't.
Whatever happens, 'm going to learn
something amazing.

It’ll be interesting for people to see
you going from a genteel Southern
woman in The Help to this ass-
kicking Mossad agent in The Debt.
The great thing about doing all these
moviesand having to wait for them to
comeoutis thatevery part has beenso
different. Peopleare going tobe like, “I
have noidea what to do with this girl.”

TheHelp opens Wed 10. The Debt
opens Aug 30.
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