Own This City

“His & Hers” at the Museum at FIT opensesos

Anew exhibit looks at how fashionable folks challenged gender tropes long before Janelle Monae wore tuxedos
and guyliner became aword. By Sarah Bruning

Atone point in history, it was easy to divide clothing into two categories: men’s and women'’s. But over time, visionary designers (from Coco Chanel to
Commes des Garcons’ Rei Kawakubo) and their followers defied conventional thinking, creating unisex looks that blurred or even erased gender lines. This
evolution is examined in “His & Hers,” which opens Tuesday 30 at the Museum at FIT, which reveals how men’s and women’s clothing has changed—and
even overlapped—throughout the ages. We asked curators Colleen Hill and Jennifer Farley, along with androgynous style icon Jenny Shimizu, to comment
on what three notable pieces say about the role of gender in fashion.
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= GENDER BENDER: “His & Hers”: The Museum at FIT, Seventh Ave at 27th St (212-217-4558, fitnyc.edu). Tue-Fri noon—8pm, Sat 10am-5pmy; free. Tue 30-May 10.



